
Worth It: The 15,000-Hour Decision
As I was listening to the radio a few weeks ago, a local public 
school—a charter school—was advertising for new students. 
Amazing! Our public schools use taxpayer dollars to advertise! 
Anyway, at the conclusion of the radio 
spot, listeners were directed for further 
information to a website named free 
schools.org.

I thought to myself, public schools 
(including all charter schools) may 
be “tuition free,” but they are most 
certainly not free! The sad truth is that 
parents in the United States who choose 
to send their children to private schools, 
including private Christian schools, 
must pay twice: taxes and tuition. 
And in the U.S.—unlike in many 
other places such as the Netherlands, 
Western Canada, Australia, Congo, 
and Germany—federal dollars can only 
support secular government schools but 
not Christian schools. Often the most 
valuable things in life come with a price.

Why is it that Christian parents agonize 
over the decision of which church to 
attend as a family, often coming down to 
the one that has the best youth group or 
children’s ministry, yet spend very little 
time considering alternatives to the “free” 
neighborhood school?

I address these and other questions in my new book, coming out 
this fall: Worth It: The 15,000-Hour Decision (available at www.
purposefuldesign.com or as an e-book through Amazon.com).

It is God’s desire that all His children be educated in accordance with 
His truth. Most Christian parents would never consider attending 
a church whose teachings are not consistent with their deeply held 
values and beliefs. Yet these same parents often send their children 
to a government school founded on a secular philosophy that at best 

removes God and His Word from instruction and at worst teaches 
content diametrically opposed to the truth of the Bible. Is it any wonder 
that most of these children graduate with a secular worldview?

Considering the fact that children 
spend over 15,000 hours in school 
from kindergarten through twelfth 
grade, doesn’t it make sense for parents 
to send their children to a school that 
will thoroughly prepare them for the 
purpose for which God has created them? 
Ultimately, the role of Christian parents 
is one of stewardship. Our children do 
not really belong to us. They belong 
to their Father in heaven, and He has 
entrusted His children to our care for a 
short time. The job of Christian parents, 
then, is to ensure that all God’s children 
become thoroughly prepared, devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ.

As a father of four children, three 
of whom are recent college grads, I 
understand the importance of solid 
preparation for a meaningful career. 
(Bonnie’s and my short-term vision was 
that each of our children would one 
day leave home and get a job!) But as 
Christian parents we must step back 
and take a 10,000-year view for our 

children and grandchildren. Christian schools, working hand-in-hand 
with Christian families and Bible-believing churches, must prepare 
children for this life ... and the life to come.

That is why I believe the choice to enroll children from cradle to grave 
in Christian schools is an investment that is truly worth it!

Brian S. Simmons, President
Association of Christian Schools International
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